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ABSTRACT 

The aedia progras plays a direct and iaportant role 
in the reading prograa in the Groton Public Schools, functioning in a 
close relationship vith the classrooa to proaote student reading in 
several ways. The aedia center provides easy access to a variety of 
interesting laterials for students to use in practicing the reading 
skills learned in the classrooa. The aedia specialist, whose 
educational background includes a study of children's and adolescent 
literature, is able to provide reading guidance to the individual 
student and to proaote the study of literature through story hours, 
book discussions, and the preparation of reading lists. Supplementary 
print and non-print materials are distributed to improve classrooo 
instruction. Part of th« media program is devoted to more effective 
use of mediae including mass media, in the curriculum. When student 
interest in various topics is stimulated by television, the school 
aedia program provides materials for follovup reading on these 
subjects* The media center serves as a stimulus to change and 
innovation in the classroom by introducing new programs in reading 
and other subject fields. (Author/SL) 
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The tnedia rroirrain plavs a direct and Impoirtant role in the reading program In 
the CTroton Fu>^llc Schools • Originally school lihrarlea vere vleved primarily a$ a 
source of outside reading for hook reports; in the media center profrram the 
relationship to the readincr pro^nran «oes far treyond this narrov scope. The media 
proftrajti functions in a close relationship to the classroon readinit proirram to help 
promote student reading in eicht vayst 

I. SuTM^lvln^ a wealth of t^rlnted tnaterials for students to use to practice and 
imp rove s kills the v have learned in the classroom * 

Learning the nechanics of reading does not guarantee that a person vill become 
a reader. The desire and interest in readlnrr must be fostered by easy access to a 
variety of materials of interest to each Individual reader* These mater litis are 
readilv available throuprh the school media center • The book, pamT^hlet, ai*d periodi- 
cal collection in each school has been chosen to t>rovide cualitv materials that will 
be challennincr and absorbing? for the student > sub.iect to budget limitations • Potat- 
inf^ collections are loaned to classrooms so that students may be surrounded by books t 
and students are encouraged to visit the media centers when they are stuffed to 
seek materials of Interest to read. For a number of years, our media centers have 
been develorin^j collections of carefully selected T>aT)erback books, recopnizinrt the 
pood response students show toward this format, Research shows that children who 
have continuous access to cood school library collections administered by a full 

time professional ftererallv read two to three times as m^anv item.s in a rreater 
varietv of literary forms than do children who have access only to classroom collect- 
ions or to centralized collections without professional personnel* John Hersev, 
the well-kno\m Connecticut author, commented that "school is where the book habit 
fTrovs, If ever it does, and elem.entary school is where the habit is born, if at all." 
It is essential to t^rovide many books In the schools where all children have easy 
access to them; we cannot rely upon students to find their outside reading outside 
the school. 



II. Furnlsh in/T direct reading guidance to students 

The media specialist, whose educational background includes a study of children ^ 
and adolescent literature, is able to provide ^idimQ« in reading for individual 
students, based on the needs and capabilities of each student. Materials are care- 
fullv selected to supnlv a collection that will interest the students and motivate 
them to read. Peadinr guidance or advice in selecting? books to read and help in 
interpret inct and dlscusiin/r what students have r«ad» is given on an individual basis 
and in f^roups throufrh book talks, book discussions, and similar activities* The s 
media specialist strives to help s&ch student develop his potential throuirh reading. ^ 
The summ.er r^zoram, in which ei^ht media centers have been open for use, has enabled 
the media st^eclalist to /rive individual attention to children on a year-round basis 
as well as maintaining an Interest in reading through the vacation reriod* 

III. Utilizing background 4n children ^s and adolescent literature In the reading 
^ogram 

With the backffj.ound and interest of the media specialist in these areas of 
literature and the opportunity to discuss books luad recoinmend reading to students, 
the media specialist plavs a key role In promoting a study of literature* Pro© the 
storvtelllnfr and story reading activities for the primary ^ades to the assistance 
in developing a recommended reading list for a senior high school class , the media 
specialist has a part in teaching literature appreciation to students* Bach media 



specialist includes activities in this area in the planned pro^tram at various level*. 
The Media Services Center vorlts in the development of "biMio^Taphies of reeoranended 
readinjx to correlate with the various currieulura areas, and sets up Y^ook exhi'bits 
throughout the year to Tive vlder eoverafte for outstandincr books. 

I^^ Pro viding materialii to sut^i^le aent the texts in the readlw? proprsffi 

The media centet has raanv materials vhich are used in the readinpt proirran in 
the classroom. These materials ranfre from tapes and filnstrips on phonies to record- 
ings of poetry and educational ftames related to readlnp skills, and Includes the 
actual books used for individualized and enrichment reading:. The ^aaal resdln^r 
T^rorram we are UBi-,t in the schools recommends that at least once a week, the readinfr 
class should use s'.; plementary li>^^ary materials in place of the textPook for the 
readinn lesson; research with this reading propram in other school systems sfiovs 
that students make neater t>rogras8 in readlnp skill development when these outside 
materials and activities are an intepr'nl part of the reading instruction. The media 
ST>ecialist, with a knowledge of materials, is aT^le to recommend media that canj^e 
used in the reading pro^rram on all levels . Many materials are r^rovided through the 
m.edia center for remedial work in reading, for special education needs, and for 
challenPinf^ ftifted readers. 

1' JliMiSL? materials for readini? in th e content areas such as science and.80c 1^ 
studi es 

Since reading is a key to success in other subject fields, it is important to 
nrovide materials to match the interests and abilities ^^,f f J^^JHedi^^ 
Iculum areas. Surt^lementarv materials are provided for all students ^y the media 
center, and in soT.e cases these materials reolace the textbook as reading «^tter. 
The textbook is r^eared to the average student, while the "'f^^ HH^^ 
curricul'om-related materials for the poor reader and the gifted mpil so that each 
can exT>and his or her knowledge and contribute to class work in ^^^J^^"^. J^f J^*^ 
Last vear one of our schools received a Right to T^ead rrant ^^^/^^^if;^,^^^^ *I!^el^ 
m.aterials for reading in social studies; the grant was one of four ^^^^^J^^^^I^J 
ored cccT>eratlvely by teachers and media specialists in our schools. J^f ^f^^^^^*^ 
materials often serve as the reaulred reading In elective courses ^^.^f "^^^^^^^^i, 
schools, l^edia center materials are used to stimulate critical I^.ading ^^^^^J^^^^ 
of su-Ject matter and to encourage research work in the content "^f*; ' 
of varied materials in one reason why students with media f 
staff show greater educational gain in sub.lect fields than students without these 
resources, as proven bv educational research studies. 

VT__rftrttallzinn on 8t» ^^i>T.t interest in other media t o promote reading. 

Part of the media t>roffram is devoted to more effective use of media, ^^9^1^^ 
media in the curriculum. Students' interest in various topics frcan athletics 
!^r.«tromut8 to FiS Henry VIII are stimulated hy television: the school media 
^^L'a^t^^r^^^^^^^^^ follov-u. reading - these s« 

tlonshiP of media is stressed as students view a film or f il^'^'^i! S^rlif !nd Tht 
Record and then read the book from which they ^J^*' %^tc 
Electric ComT>anv have T^roved the vslue of other Jof re^^ 

cMldi^^^llm appreciation program J" i^S^f^*S\^«"™^ Hu^^t 
and students must read to respond to auestions llZ^mn reading to 

^oduction Of media such a. f j"*?^*^!!^ '^THue Another 

acnuire and or/^anize backctround information which will ^jed. /^^f * 
acouire »na _ llsteninc tjro«ri» in vhich beginning readers 

example, many schools have a tape P*?*J^"Xv« ♦« th« storv and then answer 

follow the text of a paperback book Ji***! ^^^^ti^e^s^ttr 

ouestlons based on tbeir listening, we cannot have ^^jH^ntlllJ^ students, 
today without recognition of the importance of other media to today s students. 
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VII. Stimulating Indefendent gtudy pro.lecti in many ar^&« 

In ind'^pendent atudv, students research a topic to pose and ansver nuestions 
that meet specified objectives and to broaden their understandinc of the subject. 
The media specialist Ruides the students in the develoment of study and reference 
skills vhlch are needed for effective use of independent study tine and assists in 
the location of materials vhlch are suitable for the student *s study, r^uidance in 
the critical use of medlars needed by many students: the anonnt of direct super- 
vision and assistance Is decreased until students are truly involved in i ndependent 
study. Our independent studv prof^am begins In the elementary school, and some 
students develor verv sophisticated study skills before they no to Junior hitth school. 
Secondary schools can build on the backrrround of independent study to help students 
prepare for a lifetime of learning. 

VIII. I nitiatln£ Innovative readi nft activities on a T>ilot project basis 

The nedia center serves as a stimulus to chanfte and innovation in the classroonr- 
bv IntroducinfT nev profrrons in reading and other fields. As these proi^rams are 
adOT^ted by claesrooro teachers and become Incorporated into classroom routines, the 
media spe-:iallst moves on to another program. Our tape teaching program began In 
the nedia center due to the nature of the media and the nead to share scarce enuiij- 
ment among nanv classes. Phonics, tapes, tapes for teaching listening and other 
reading skills, and tapes for motivating outside reading have been -oroduced by 
media sr^ecialists vho have then encouraged and helped teachers to make tapes to meet 
their own teachlnfj objectives. Commercial tanes have ^een acauired to augment this 
■orocrram, althowh In many cases our homemade tapes are superior and were available 
first. In Groton the individualized reading nrorram began in the media center as a 
sup-lementarv T>rorram; it has m-oved into the classroom in manv schools. Use of 
tares and cassettes to frlve an aural interpretation of the book that accompanies 
them has ^tone from a media center activity to the classroom; some are nov being 
circulated for home use as a further extension of the program. Independent studv, 
use of volunteers in the readin^t profran, student tutors, use of educational ;'ames , 
tared student . reports , and other student -produced media are other pro^rrams that were 
inaugurated in the media center and are nov movlnpr into the rest of the school. 
Even the oren classroom vith Its emphasis on self -selection, self-discipline, and 
independent studv had its precursor in the brovaing and research functions of the 
media center. We have had "open" media centers for a lon^ time. As former Comm- 
issioner of Education for the State of Connecticut, Viilliam J. Sanders stated, "It 
is the school, above all, that serves the most children, and it is the well-stocked 
school library, managed or "taught" by a trained library-teacher, that vill vei^rh 
in the balance. Although the school is frenuently criticized for attempting to re- 
place the home in manv wavs, few critics of the school will deny that Its function is 
beinft fulfilled through the encouragement of the habit of wide readin/r. It Is, 
therefore, of paramount importance that the schools have excellent libraries and 
tht expense involved will be less in proportion to what is accomplished than for any 
other exrienditure." Revelopia^nt of a media program with professiona?. staff and ad- 
eouate materials is a verv cost-effective wav of promoting reading in our schools 
and will enhance the study of every subject in the educational program. 
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